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WHAT THE CONSTITUTION SAYS 



2. (U) Article 337 of the current "Solivarian" const i tut ioo 
states (our translation) that "The President of the 
Republic, in Council of Ministers, may decree atstes of 
exception. These ere specifically defined as those 
circumstances of a social, econom. ic, political or 
ecological nature that seriously affect the security of the 
nation, of the institutions and of the citizens, when 
normal powers are not sufficient to deal with those events, 
la such a case, the guarantees contained in this 
Constitution say temporarily be restricted, with the 
exception of the right to life, prohibition of 
incommunicado detention or torture, the right to 
information, and other untouchable human rights." 

3. (0) Article 338 says: "A state of alarm may be decreed 
when catastrophes, public calamities or similar events take 
place which put in serious danger the security of the 
nation or its citijene. Such a state of exception nay last 
up to thirty days, and can be extended for another thirty 
days. A state of economic emergency may be decreed when 
extraordinary economic events arise which seriously affect 
the economic life of the nation. Its period will be for 
sixty days, with the possibility of extension for an 
identical period. The state of interior or exterior 
disturbance may be decreed in the case of internal or 
external conflict that places in serious danger the 
security of the nation, its citiiena or institutions. It 
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will laat for up to ninety days and can be extended for an 
additional ninety day*. Tbe extension of statsa of 
exception is the prerogative of the National Assembly. An 
organic law will regulate the etatea of exception and will 
determine the matters that can be adopted on tbe baaia of 
the latter. 

Article 339 atatest The decree which declares the state of 
exception in which will be regulated the exercise of tbe 
right to be restricted, will be presented presented within 
eight days of its proclamation to the Rational Assembly or 
to the Standing Committee [the Rational Assembly committee 
which functions when tbe latter is in recess) for its' 
consideration and approval, and to the Constitutional 
Chamber of tbe Supreme Tribunal for a pronouncement on its 
constitutionality. The decree must fulfill the 
requirements, principles and guarantees contained in the 
International Convention on Civil and Political nights and 
the Inter American convention on Human Rights. The 
President of the Republic may request its extension f or u 
identical period, and it will be revoked by the Rational 
Executive [the President) or the Rational Assembly or the 
letter's Standing Committee prior to the data of its 
expiration in the event that the circumstances which 
motivated it have ceased to exist. The declaration of the 
state of exception will not interrupt the functioning of 
the organs of Public Authority.* 
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